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INTER-RELATIONSHIPS
UNCLE JOHN
by Margaret Friederick
Uncle John Major raced into 
Western Oklahoma, bucking the hot 
blast of a strong south headwind 
The dust raised by a thousand 
horses, mules, and vehicles blew 
into his face. He had waited at 
Caldwell, Kansas, with others, since 
6:00 o’clock that morning. They 
listened for the gunshot that would 
start the race to open the Cherokee 
Outlet to white settlement The 
signal guns had exploded only a few  
minutes previously at 12:00 noon on 
September 16, 1893. The race was 
on to claim farms. It was the largest 
of all the RUNS. More than a hun­
dred thousand people and over six 
million acres of land were involved.
John Charles Major rode a 
huge bay mare that carried his 
portly weight with ease. He was a 
large, round man. Just under six 
feet tall, he weighed nearly 230 
pounds, but he was a muscular, 
outdoor man. His large brown eyes 
were alert and kind. He had a broad 
forehead and dark brown hair worn 
a bit long so that it curled slightly 
on his collar. His drooping, brown
J. C. Major of Major County
moustache was the fashion of the day.
He rode at an easy canter. He 
knew exactly where he was going. He 
had been hired by a rancher many 
months earlier to help round up stray 
cattle and move the herds out of the 
Cherokee Outlet. On the day of the
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Run, he went directly to the Gyp Hills
(afterward called the Gloss Moun­
tains) and entered the small valley 
through the eastern gap, to the left of 
Lone Peak. Thence he traveled about 
three miles west and two south to 
find the corner marker of the farm he 
wanted. He set his stake to claim the 
Southeast 1/4 of Section 35. Town­
ship 21 North, Range 14 W.I.M. (West 
of the Indian Meridian in the Chey­
enne Valley Community).
The next day, as soon as he had 
gone to the Land Office in Alva and 
exchanged his Registration Certificate 
for his filing papers, he went to Kan­
sas to bring his family to the claim.
His family, whom he had left at 
Goddard, Kansas, consisted of his wife, 
Susie, and three young daughters- 
Blanche, 7, Edith, 5, and Della, 2. 
Another little girl was born on the 
claim. Babie Susie died as an infant 
and was one of the first persons bur­
ied in Cheyenne Valley Cemetery. 
Three sons were then born to the 
Majors-John Charles, Jr., Justin, and 
Morris.
At the end of five years, they 
had proved up the claim and received 
a patent to the farm. The patent 
issued by the President of the United 
States, Theodore Roosevelt, was the 
equivalent of a warranty deed. The
Majors stayed longer than their five  
years. They made the claim their 
permanent home.
John Charles Major, a native of 
the state of New York, was my 
grandmother’s younger brother. He 
was born on the fam ily farm near 
Barre Center, Orleans County, in 
Western New York. His father was 
John Major, and his mother was Mary 
Jane (Anderson) Major. Both parents 
were born in Neury-a Scotch-Irish, 
Protestant settlement in Down 
County, Northern Ireland, near 
Belfast.
John attended the local Barre 
Center School until he finished. Then 
he attended Albian Academy in the 
County Seat for three years. His fa ­
ther paid $6.00 for him every six 
weeks.
His youngest sister, Matilda 
Joyce, wrote an abbreviated history 
of the Major family in 1936. She told 
John’s story in one line: “John mar­
ried Susie, and they went West to 
grow up with the country.” What a 
wealth of living was included in the 
words “to grow up with the country.”
After the RUN, John Charles was 
known all over Western Oklahoma as 
J.C. Major. Although he considered 
himself a farmer, he had a much 
more intense interest in the field of
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public service. He was elected to the 
Oklahoma Territorial Legislature on 
January 13, 1903- Then on November 
4, 1906, he was elected from District 
7 to the Oklahoma Constitutional 
Convention.
The 112 delegates to the Consti­
tutional Convention met in Guthrie on 
November 20, 1906. Elected Presi­
dent of the Convention was a man 
widely recognized as an outstanding, 
if not the best, Constitutional lawyer 
in the United States. He had made a 
special study of Constitutional law for 
two years before 1906 and had just 
come from the Sequoyah Convention 
He was the only man accepted by 
both factions of the Convention- 
Indian Territory and Oklahoma Terri­
tory. He was William H. Murray, 
nicknamed “Alfalfa Bill” Murray. He 
had married into the Chickasaw Tribe 
and was the official representative of 
tha tribe. Murray was also the man 
whom Uncle John most admired 
among all the members of the Con­
vention. I grew up thinking that Bill 
Murray was not only the greatest 
man in Oklahoma but maybe the 
greatest in the United States.
The Constitution of Oklahoma 
included many important laws not 
found in other states. It was the 
longest state constitution of all the
forty-six. The delegates were pain­
fully aware of the abuses and inequi­
ties that had grown up in other states. 
They were trying to prevent them in 
Oklahoma.
Written into the Constitution 
were exceptional restraints on public 
officers and private businesses. The 
Corporation Commission was given 
great power because the people 
feared corporations. Because of a 
distrust of government, the chief 
officers of the state couldn’t succeed 
themselves. The initiative and refer­
endum were established as controls 
over legislative action.
J. C. Major was particularly 
concerned with woman suffrage and 
worked hard for it. When the final 
vote was taken on that issue, the 
measure failed to pass by one vote.
The final draft of the Constitu­
tion included a detailed plan of the 
county boundaries and county seats. 
The committee working on that 
project was trying to reduce the size 
of the two largest counties, Greer and 
Woods, to correspond with the size of 
the other counties. They cut a portion 
of the south side of Woods County, 
making a separate county which they 
named Major County in honor of J. C. 
Major. Fairview became the county
seat.
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September 17 was set for the 
election to vote on ratifying the Con­
stitution and choosing officers for the 
new state-to-be. The Constitution 
was adopted by a vote of the people 
13,361 to 1 12, 238. Haskell was 
elected first state governor, and J.C. 
Major was one of the members 
elected to the first legislature. On 
November 16, 1907, President 
Roosevelt issued the Proclamation 
admitting Oklahoma as the forty- 
sixth state in the union.
I was eight months old at the 
time, so it was several years before I 
could actively listen to Uncle John’s 
tales of the beginning of Oklahoma. 
Family dinners were quite frequent 
in the J C. Major home. There were 
usually about twenty persons in their 
house for those delicious dinners 
served at 4:00 on Sunday afternoons.
I was the only little girl in the crowd. 
The boys played outdoors, but I 
didn’t like their rodeo games such as 
Ride a Wild Steer, a real one. Besides, 
they didn’t tolerate girls; therefore, I 
did what I preferred doing—I found 
the low stool just my size and set it in 
the corner of the large living room. 
Then I sat down to listen to the some­
times tumultuous conversation. I 
hoped that the grown-ups wouldn’t 
notice me; they didn’t.
I loved hearing Uncle John 
recount the history he had so much 
influenced. I didn’t like the discus­
sions of current politics which often 
caused the loud talking. I did learn, 
however, that people can disagree 
violently and still love one another. 
Although I didn’t remember all that 
Uncle John said, the information 
caused me to study the history which 
he mentioned.
The First Legislature had almost 
as much responsibility as the Consti­
tutional Convention. Its work was to 
implement all the provisions of the 
Constitution. Not all the provisions 
were funded for several years, nota­
bly free textbooks. State institutions, 
schools, and colleges were set up. The 
state banking system, National Guard, 
Department of Health, and so many 
other necessary systems were estab­
lished.
J. C. Major was still interested in 
woman suffrage. He managed to push 
through a bill that made women eli­
gible to vote on all school questions. 
Women could also serve on any 
school board or hold any office on a 
school board. Often I heard him ask, 
“Who but the mothers could have a 
greater interest in the schools their 
children attend?” From the very  
beginning of Oklahoma, there were
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many women school board members 
and County Superintendents.
One of Uncle John’s prime in­
terests was the schools. Early in 
Oklahoma Territory, he helped build 
a cedar-log schoolhouse at Granton 
Post Office near his claim. Through 
all his life, he held his concern for 
schools. When in 1920 there was 
talk of consolidation to obtain a high 
school in his community, he worked 
tirelessly for it. He and my mother, 
his niece, became a team. Uncle John 
was always proud of her. He liked to 
cite her as an example of the many 
women who improved the work of 
the local schools by serving on the 
school boards.
Three schools in the community 
were joined by a vote of the people. 
That became Cheyenne Valley Con­
solidated School of Major County. J.
C. Major was a member of that first 
school board and served for many 
years afterward His youngest son, 
Morris, was graduated from that 
school.
J. C. was State School Land 
Examiner and Appraiser during the 
administration of Governor Robert L. 
Williams. But Uncle John wasn’t 
finished with lawmaking at the state 
level. He was elected to the Thir­
teenth Legislature. Again, he was
elected to the legislature in November 
of 1936 and attended the first session 
That was one time he couldn’t per­
form the duties for which he was 
elected. He became ill because of 
stomach cancer; and after suffering 
much pain, he died on January 30, 
1937.
Former Governor Robert L. W il­
liams wrote the necrology which ap­
peared in THE CHRONICLES OF OKLA­
HOMA. He said, in part, “John Charles 
Major was a democrat and a member 
of the Methodist Church. His entire 
life was characterized by acts of good 
citizenship. He served in various 
capacities of public service-a record 
of long and faithful service for the 
people with Christian fortitude. He is 
entitled to rest in peace not only here 
but also in the sphere beyond.’’
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